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Mr. Wedwood Benn said : " The first change has been a change in spirit.
We have got rid of the Birkenhead tone and also as the people of India do not
always understand exactly what values are in this country, I will just remark
in the hope that my words may be passed on, that Lord Birkenhead occupies no
official position whatever in the Government of this country and I understand that
he desires to be regarded as completely detached from British politics. I learn,
though I know nothing about it, that he is engaged in some endeavour in the way
of trade and commerce,
st The first change that is made is a change of spirit, but the second change
is far more important. It is a change in the policy which, in reality, is the central
object of interest in Indian opinion and that is the Conference,
*' We have appointed our own Statutory Commission and we all await its
report with eagerness. Naturally its report will carry a vast authority.
" We await also the report of the Indian Central Committee prepared by
Sir Sankaran Nair and his colleagues who came forward at a time of enormous
difficulty to assist the Commission. They came forward and undertook a task of
great unpopularity among some of their friends and I should like to bear testi-
mony, if I might, to the work that they did and when I informed them at the
desire of the Chairman of the Commission that this Conference was to take place
they went further and said, '•' We are willing to do our best when our report is
finished to make the further effort of co-operation, as represented by the Con-
ference, a success." I am grateful to them for that—very grateful.
44 The real interest in India is in this Conference. The Right Honourable
Gentleman opposite asked questions about the Conference and I should like to
use careful words, because it is extremely important. Representative Indians
will now have the opportunity of coming forward and expounding their views and
pressing their solutions supported by all the arguments and all the conviction
which they can bring to bear. They will have direct access and their views will
be heard and considered, not at some remote stage when the opinion of the
Cabinet is already declared, but at a stage when everything they say will be heard
with an open mind.
" The Conference is clearly described in the declaration, which is as follows,
if the house will forgive me reading it, because I am aware that I must act with
the utmost care in so important a matter : When the Commission and the Indian
Central Committee have submitted their reports and these have been published
and when His Majesty's Government have been able, in consultation with the
Government of India, to consider those matters in the light of all the material
then available, they will propose to invite representatives of different parties
and interests in British India and representatives of the Indian States to meet
them separately or together, as circumstances may demand for the purpose of the
Conference and discussion, in regard both to the British Indian and the All-
Indian problems. It will be their earnest hope that by this means it may subse-
quently prove possible on these grave issues to submit proposals to Parliament
which may command a wide measure of general assent."
Mr. Wedgwood Benn added, " Let me repeat what I have Said earlier about
the declaration, as it is commonly called, in reference to the conference. The
words mean ^what they say. They mean no more. They mean no less. The
conference is to be fully representative of different parties and interests in
British India and of the Indian States. Just one final word. I have said that
the situation has improved—and so it has."
Mr, Lloyd George intervened : "I only asked one question although the
Right Honourable Gentleman said I had asked several. I asked whether he
accepts the interpretation placed by Nationalist leaders in India upon the mean-
ing of this manifesto."
Mr, Wedgwood Benn : " 1 have answered that question specifically by stating
that the declaration of the Viceroy stands as it stands and I must say this. I
must ask the Right Hon'ble Gentleman not to cross-question me with a view to
making difficulties."
Mr. Lloyed George: "The Right Hon'ble Gentleman has no right to say
that I was responsible as the head of Government tor these reforms and for this

